i$6   INFLUENCE OF ISLAM ON CHRISTIANITY.

battle against the Northmen (979); and the "Chronicle of
the Cid " makes repeated mention of a right valiant prelate
named Hieronymus.1

Yet, in spite of all this, in spite of the fanaticism which
engendered and accompanied it, chivalry proved to be the
only common ground on which Christian and Moslem,
Arab and European, could meet. It was in fact a sort of
compromise between two incompatible religions mutually
accepted by two different races. Though perhaps not a
spiritual religion, it was a social one, and served in some
measure to mitigate the horrors of a war of races and creeds.
Chivalry culminated in the Crusades, and Richard I. of
England and Saladin were the Achilles and the Hector of a
new Iliad.

With this short discussion of the origin and value of
chivalry as a compromise between Christianity and Moham-
medanism, we will now conclude. In discussing the relations
between Christianity and Mohammedanism, we have been
naturally led to compare not only the religions but their
adherents, for it is difficult to distinguish between those who
profess a creed, and the creed which they profess; but
at least we may have thus been enabled to avoid missing
any point essential to the proper elucidation of the mutual
relations which existed between the two greatest religions of
the world, and the influence they had upon each other.

1 "Chronicle of Cid" (Southey), p. 371.